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university of minnesota, morris

honors and awards
in recognition of students who demonstrate academic excellence and enrich campus life

Edson Auditorium, Student Center
Friday, May 8, 2015, 7 p.m.

2015 university of minnesota, morris student

honors and awards
Welcome..................................................................................... Bart D. Finzel, vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean
University of Minnesota, Morris Alumni Association Teaching Award............................presented by Greta E. Alms ’04, president
James F. P. Cotter, professor of geology
Thanks to the generosity of the alumni association, the campus recognizes outstanding professors and their contributions to
undergraduate education through the University of Minnesota, Morris Alumni Association Teaching Award.
Address................................................................................................................ James F. P. Cotter, professor of geology
Chancellor’s Award....................................................................................... presented by Jacqueline R. Johnson, chancellor
Julie Arhelger ’15, Rochester
Presented annually to an outstanding senior on the basis of academic excellence and contribution to campus life, the chancellor
of the University of Minnesota, Morris makes the Chancellor’s Award selection after consulting with various campus groups.
Curtis H. Larson Award................................................................................ presented by Jacqueline R. Johnson, chancellor
Allison Wolf ’15, Brooklyn Park
The Curtis H. Larson Award is conferred upon the graduate chosen as senior class speaker. The selection is made by faculty and
graduating seniors. The award was established in memory of the late Curtis Larson, the University of Minnesota, Morris’s first
class speaker in 1964, who lost his life in an accident while serving with the Peace Corps in Ecuador following his graduation.
Fulbright Scholars.......................................................................................recognized by Jacqueline R. Johnson, chancellor
Amy Lee Rose Grant ’14, Big Lake
Natalie Hoidal ’15, Forest Lake
The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is the largest United States exchange program offering opportunities for students and young
professionals to undertake international graduate study, advanced research, university teaching, and primary and secondary school
teaching worldwide. The program awards approximately 1,900 grants annually in all fields of study and operates in more than 140
countries worldwide.
Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship recipients...................................recognized by Jacqueline R. Johnson, chancellor
Lera Hephner ’15, Waubun
Kenyon Nyangai ’17, Coon Rapids
The Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship Program broadens the student population that studies abroad by supporting
undergraduates who might not otherwise participate due to financial constraints. The program aims to encourage students to
choose non-traditional study abroad destinations, especially those outside of Western Europe, Australia, and New Zealand.
Such international study is intended to better prepare United States students to assume significant roles in an increasingly global
economy and interdependent world.
Allen W. Edson Award....................................................... presented by Sandra K. Olson-Loy, vice chancellor for student affairs
Jordan Wente ’15, Dodge Center
Presented annually in recognition of contribution to campus life, the Allen W. Edson Award recipient is chosen by the senior
class, the faculty, and the Functions and Awards Committee. The award honors Allen Edson, superintendent of the University
of Minnesota West Central School of Agriculture (WCSA) and Experiment Station on the Morris campus from 1947 to 1958. He
joined the WCSA staff in 1921.
Mary Martelle Memorial Award........................................... presented by Sandra K. Olson-Loy, vice chancellor for student affairs
Maia Dalager ’15, Duluth, student recipient
Presented annually to a student and to a staff member deemed to have made outstanding contributions to the quality of Morris
campus life, the Mary Martelle Memorial Award perpetuates the memory of Mary Martelle, senior secretary in the Office of Student
Activities from 1965 until her death in 1976.
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Scholar of the College Award.................................................. presented by Elena Machkasova, associate professor of computer science
and Functions and Awards Committee chair 2014–15
Wesley Brand ’15, Burnsville
Sadie Klar ’15, Hinckley
Mitchell Patzer ’15, Marshall
Resa Brockman ’15, Forest Lake
Liv Klemek ’15, Cold Spring
Anna Pratt ’15, Shoreview
Kelsey Butler ’15, Bowlus, English
Grace Lindblad ’15, Minneapolis
Alexander Rensch ’15, Rapid City,
Allison Christiansen ’15, Lakeville
Max Magnuson ’15, Sartell
South Dakota
Maia Dalager ’15, Duluth
Maxwell Marti ’15, Saint Paul
Shelby Richard ’14, Elko New Market
David Donatucci ’15, Roseville
Terese McCauley ’17, Saint Paul
Nicole Sandback ’15, East Bethel
M. Kirbie Dramdahl ’15, Thief River Falls
Margaret Miller ’15, Minneapolis
Paul Schliep ’15, Howard Lake
Virginia Godfrey ’15, Saint Paul
Matthew Molenaar ’15, New London
Cory Schroeder ’16, Bloomington
Tessa Hagen ’16, Blaine
Brad Mondloch ’15, Forest Lake
Nicholas Solberg ’15, Cambridge
Kari Hanson ’15, Thief River Falls
Adiroopa Mukherjee ’15, Pune, India
Heidi Swanson ’15, Minnetonka
Ellie Hofer ’15, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Natasha Myhal ’15, Parma Heights, Ohio
Chelsea Tarbell ’15, Greentown,
Natalie Hoidal ’15, Forest Lake
Nina Downer O’Leary ’15, Buffalo
Pennsylvania
Saesun Kim ’15, Namyang-joo, Korea
David Pagels ’15, Anoka
Ellen Titus ’15, Northfield
Scholar of the College Awards are presented annually to students who demonstrate distinguished contributions to scholarship in one or
more of the academic disciplines.
Edith Rodgers Farrell Memorial Award for Undergraduate Research..........................................presented by Pieranna Garavaso,
chair, Division of the Humanities
Ellie Hofer ’15, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Established by the family, students, and friends of Edith Rodgers Farrell, late professor of French and undergraduate research advocate,
the annual award is granted to a graduating senior whose research is judged by a jury of faculty to be excellent.
Honors Program Recognition............ presented by Tammy Berberi, associate professor of French and director of the Honors Program
Julie Arhelger ’15, Rochester
Juliane Chase ’15, Brooklyn Park
Connor Lewis ’15, Comstock
Oluwatomisin Bello ’15, Abuja, Nigeria
M. Kirbie Dramdahl ’15, Thief River Falls
Shelby Richard ’14, Elko New Market
Amber Bohmer ’14, Brooten
Sarah Hanson ’15, Avon
Ellen Titus ’15, Northfield
Britta Buchanan ’15, Bloomington
Taylor Hill ’15, Prior Lake
In order to graduate “with honors,” these students have successfully completed the Morris Honors Program, which includes interdisciplinary
Honors courses, Honors co- and extra-curricular activities, an interdisciplinary capstone project, and a formal defense. They are also
graduating with a GPA of 3.5 or better. They wear Honors medallions in recognition of their extraordinary accomplishments.

EDUCATION AWARD

Presented by Gwen Rudney, chair, Division of Education
William R. Scarborough Memorial Award................................................................................. Theresa Peper ’15, Glenwood
Presented annually to a senior in elementary or secondary education, the William R. Scarborough Memorial Award recognizes
demonstrated competence and potential for becoming an outstanding member of the teaching profession. The award honors the memory
of William Scarborough, former Division of Education chair, who joined the faculty in 1966 and made many contributions to the Morris
campus and to public education in Minnesota.

ATHLETIC AWARDS

Presented by Mark V. Fohl, director, Athletics Program
Arnold Henjum Scholar-Athlete Award....................................................................................... Cody Hickman ’16, Morris
Presented to a senior male athlete on the basis of athletic excellence and integrity, the award honors Arnold Henjum, professor of
education from September 1964 to June 1992, who made innumerable contributions to Minnesota public education.
Willis Kelly Award..................................................................................................................... Emily Auch ’16, Benson
Molly Olson ’16, Lakeville
Kendra Wycoff ’15, Montrose
Presented to a senior woman athlete who exemplifies the spirit of competition at Morris in women’s athletics, the award is in memory
of Willis Kelly, physical education coach and athletic director at Morris for more than 20 years. She was the first director of women’s
athletics in 1975 and served as director of men’s and women’s athletics from 1982 until her retirement in 1987.
Women’s Honor Athlete Award....................................................................................................... Kelsi Kolle ’15, Sartell
Selected by a committee of coaches on the basis of academic and athletic achievement, recipients of the Honor Athlete Awards have a
grade point average of 3.0 or higher.
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Men’s Honor Athlete Award............................................................................................... John Hastings ’16, Bloomington
Selected by a committee of coaches on the basis of academic and athletic achievement, recipients of the Honor Athlete Awards
have a grade point average of 3.0 or higher.

MUSICAL SELECTION

Sadie Klar ’15, Hinckley, mezzo soprano, performing Von ewiger Liebe, op. 43, no. 1
by Johannes Brahms (1833–97), accompanied by Therese Sutula, teaching specialist, music

HUMANITIES AWARDS

Presented by Pieranna Garavaso, chair, Division of the Humanities
Art History Book Award..............................................................................................................Lucia Riffel ’15, Virginia
Awarded to a graduating art history major, this award recognizes academic excellence and potential for further achievement
in the arts.
Alumni Award for Outstanding English Major................................................................................Kelsey Butler ’15, Bowlus
This award is presented to graduating English majors whose performances in English classes have been consistently superior and
who have made positive contributions to the discipline or major in and beyond the classroom.
Keith Carlson Memorial Jazz Award..............................................................................Brittani Klaverkamp ’16, Saint Cloud
Michael Raynes ’15, Lakeville
Alexander Rensch ’15, Rapid City, South Dakota
Presented annually to the most outstanding jazz musician at Morris, this award is given in memory of Keith Carlson by Jack and
Ethel Carlson.
Brion Dalager Memorial Award....................................................................................Dan Nicla ’16, Sheboygan, Wisconsin
Ashley Olsen ’16
Hannah Skog ’15, Woodbury
Anne Ternes ’15, Gonvick
Established by the family and friends of the late Brion Dalager, University of Minnesota, Morris music student from 1969 to
1972, this scholarship is awarded annually to students who have demonstrated outstanding ability on a band instrument.
Natalie Benoit Memorial Award............................................................................................ Lauren Acosta ’15, Northfield
Presented to a junior or senior who demonstrates ability and shows promise as a serious art student. Given by George and
Joan Benoit, former Morris residents, in memory of their daughter who was an art major studying at Penn State when an
accident took her life.
Lois P. Hodgell Printmaking Award..............................................................................................Lucia Riffel ’15, Virginia
This award honors the late Lois P. Hodgell, professor of art from 1962 until her retirement in 1993. The recipient must show
outstanding achievement in printmaking. Presented annually to a student who demonstrates creative potential in the field
and technical understanding of a variety of print processes.
Raymond J. Lammers Award in the Language Arts............................................................................ Sarah Hanson ’15, Avon
Established in memory of Raymond J. Lammers, professor emeritus of theatre, this award is presented to seniors majoring in
and demonstrating an outstanding undergraduate career in one of the following disciplines: theatre, English, foreign language,
or communication, media, and rhetoric. Professor Lammers was one of the first Morris faculty members and figured
prominently in the creation of the theatre major and theatre program.

SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS AWARDS

presented by Peh Ng, chair, division of Science and Mathematics
Abbott Award in Physics......................................................................................................... Mitchell Patzer ’15, Marshall
Presented to a graduating senior physics major with the greatest potential of achieving a professional career in physics or a
physics-related field, the award was established by Robinson Abbott, professor of biology from 1961 to 1991, and his wife, Rose
Marie, who taught Morris biology courses, to recognize the importance Morris has played in their lives. All four Abbott children
graduated from Morris, three with physics majors.
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Jay Y. Roshal Award................................................................................................................ Ellen Titus ’15, Northfield
Presented to a senior student majoring in biology who demonstrates the most promise and interest in a career in the biological
sciences, the award is in honor of the late Jay Roshal, professor of biology from 1960 to 1983 and the first University of
Minnesota, Morris Division of Science and Mathematics chair.
spdf Chemistry Award......................................................................................... Timothy Roettgen ’15, Franklin, Wisconsin
The annual spdf Award is given to a senior chemistry major demonstrating outstanding scholarship, potential, and service
in chemistry.
Clemens “Johnny” Brauer Memorial Award.................................................................................. Broc Kokesh ’16, Palisade
Established by former colleagues and students to honor the memory of Clemens Brauer, associate professor of geology from
1966 to 1981 who passed away in May 2003, this award supports geology majors in their educational pursuits at the University
of Minnesota, Morris by providing financial assistance to cover field camp expenses. Recipients must exhibit academic
excellence and plan a professional or academic career in the geological sciences.

SOCIAL SCIENCES AWARDS

Presented by Janet Schrunk Ericksen, chair, Division of the Social Sciences
Chris Berg Memorial Award..............................................................................................Jordan Wente ’15, Dodge Center
Presented annually to an outstanding senior economics major demonstrating academic excellence in that field, this award is
presented by the University of Minnesota, Morris economics/management faculty in memory of their late colleague, Chris Berg.
UMM Management/Economics Alumni Award...................................................................... Ellery Wealot ’16, Dodge Center
This award is presented to a graduating discipline senior who has achieved academic excellence and has provided service to the
discipline and the Morris campus. It is funded through collective alumni gifts to the management/economics discipline.
Mimi Frenier Award in Gender, Women, and Sexuality Studies................................................. Casey Liebhard ’15, Belle Plaine
This award was established by colleagues, students, alumni, friends, and the University of Minnesota, Morris Commission on
Women in recognition of Professor Emeritus of History Mariam Frenier’s dedication to Morris and in appreciation for her
contributions to the development of the gender, women, and sexuality studies major. It is annually granted to a junior or senior
gender, women, and sexuality studies major in recognition of high academic achievement, and social, political, and civic activism.
Ted Underwood Award in History.........................................................................................Allison Thaemlitz ’15, Lakefield
Presented to a graduating senior with a major or minor in history or a history concentration in the social science major who has
demonstrated distinguished academic performance in history, the award is named for Dr. Ted L. Underwood, who served the
University of Minnesota, Morris as an outstanding scholar, teacher, and administrator from 1967 until his retirement in 1999.
Gieske Academic Award.................................................................................Matthew Thompson ’15, Sisseton, South Dakota
Offered annually to outstanding political science majors in their senior year, this award is given to students who have an
exceptional record of accomplishment at the University of Minnesota, Morris as well as strong prospects for success after
graduation. The award is in memory of Millard Gieske who was a professor in the political science department for more than
15 years. He served as acting chair of the Division of the Social Sciences, was a respected leader in many professional
organizations, and the author of many political works.
Outstanding Graduate in Psychology Award........................................................................... Kassandra Brandvold ’15, Blaine
The Outstanding Graduate in Psychology Award is given annually to a senior graduating with a psychology major. Recipients who
receive this award have excelled in the following areas: scholarship, research experience, and participation in the psychology discipline.
Sociology/Anthropology Book Award...............................................................................Juliane Joy Chase ’15, Brooklyn Park
Allison Wolf ’15, Brooklyn Park
Awarded to an outstanding sociology and/or anthropology student, this honor recognizes academic excellence and active
engagement in the fields of sociology and anthropology.
Announcements and Closing Remarks.............................................. Bart D. Finzel, vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean

With appreciation, we acknowledge the contribution of American Sign Language interpreter
Rebecca Rick, NIC, to the Honors and Awards Ceremony.
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ADDITIONAL HONORS DURING THE 2014-15 ACADEMIC YEAR
American Indian Salt Springs Awards
The American Indian Salt Springs Awards are presented on the basis of academic excellence and contribution to the Indian and campus
community to outstanding American Indian students who will return to the Morris campus next year.
American Indian Salt Springs
American Indian Salt Springs Teacher Scholarships
Cultural Award Scholarship
Katelyn Klassen ’16, Hanska
David Armstrong ’17, Minneapolis
Emma Randolph ’16, Eagan
Dylan Goetsch ’16, Shakopee
Toshina OneRoad ’16, Sisseton, South Dakota
Francis Reed ’17, Shoreview
Bos Undergraduate Research Awards
The Bos Research Fund was established in honor of Angela Bos ’01 to enhance the successful undergraduate research experiences of Morris
students. Funds are made available to cover expenses for travel, conference registration, and other costs associated with the pursuit of
undergraduate research opportunities. All students are eligible to participate.
Addison Bona ’16, Delano
John Malecha ’15, Rosemount
Juliane Chase ’15, Brooklyn Park
Eric Miller ’18, Hugo
Alissa Christenson ’15, Zimmerman
Adiroopa Mukherjee ’15, Pune, India
Maia Dalager ’15, Duluth
Natasha Myhal ’15, Parma Heights, Ohio
Dylan Goetsch ’16, Shakopee
Kaelyn Olson ’15, Eagan
Kari Hanson ’15, Thief River Falls
Nicole Sandback ’15, East Bethel
Taylor Hill ’15, Prior Lake
Megan Schrader ’17, Eagan
Natalie Hoidal ’15, Forest Lake
Carleigh Swanson ’17, Eagan
Madison Hughes ’16, Shoreview
Sonja Swanson ’17, Fargo, North Dakota
Bridget Hulse ’16, Elk River
Allison Wolf ’15, Brooklyn Park
Kiara Kolbinger ’16, Becker
Yessica Zuniga-Tepango ’17, Minneapolis
Junho Lim ’15, Gyeonggi-do, South Korea
Chemistry Undergraduate Research Award
The Chemistry Undergraduate Research Fund (CURF) provides support for students who are majoring in chemistry/biochemistry and
have an interest in carrying out research in chemistry/biochemistry or a closely related field. The awardee has demonstrated outstanding
aptitude for research in the chemistry discipline’s Introduction to Research course and the potential for continued success.
Carly Denler ’16
Shawn Montag ’16, Murdock
Andrew Marshall ’16, Hayfield
Ramitha Rupasinghe ’18, Sri Lanka
Chi Alpha Sigma
Chi Alpha Sigma, the National College Athlete Honor Society, recognizes high academic achievements of student athletes at the collegiate
level. Student athletes who contribute significantly to at least one intercollegiate sport while maintaining a 3.4 or higher cumulative GPA
throughout their junior and senior years are eligible for membership in Chi Alpha Sigma. The University of Minnesota, Morris chapter,
established in 2006, is the only chapter in Minnesota.
Alexandra Anderson ’16, softball
Kallie Grote ’16, softball
Cori Becker ’16, Sauk Rapids, basketball/volleyball
Kevin Heysse ’16, Saint Cloud, basketball
Rachel Bohling ’16, Elizabeth, Colorado, soccer
Kayla Kraemer ’16, Brainerd, basketball
Laura Borkenhagen ’16, Truman, track and field
Andrew Marshall ’16, Hayfield, football
Maja Coomes ’16, Wahkon, basketball
Mikayla Michaletz ’16, Aitkin, volleyball
Brooke Decker ’16, Maple Lake, volleyball
Daniel Tiernan ’15, Morris, soccer
Nicole Deziel ’16, track and field
Casey Will ’15, Lakeville, soccer
Jacob Gindt ’16, soccer
Ryan Wynn ’16, Pine River, baseball
David C. Johnson Award for International Service Learning
To assist deserving students to participate in service learning projects in other nations (e.g. the teaching of English as a second language
in developing nations, Habitat for Humanity programs). Preference is for students who will return to UMM subsequent to their work
abroad. David served as chancellor of UMM from the fall of 1990 to the summer of 1998.
Rachel Brockamp ’16, Bruno
Laura Hoppe ’16, Wyoming
Jayce Koester ’16
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David Minge Internship Award
The Minge Internship Award supports students seeking Washington, DC, internships, educational opportunities that former
Congressman David Minge values as important and insightful components in learning about public policy process at the federal level.
Preference is given to internship participants who integrate the study of peace, justice, conservation, the environment, rural affairs, or
similar issues.
Samuel Gill ’16, Northfield
Daniel Highberg ’16
Dik Munson Art Award
Presented to outstanding first- and second-year studio art students demonstrating creative potential in future discipline
course work. This award is intended for purchase of materials and supplies for the recipient’s artwork and experimentation
with new media.
Lindsay Parker-Clay ’18, Golden Valley
Hali Fisher ’18, Saint Louis Park
Dimitra Giannuli Memorial Award
This annual award is based on the excellence of a paper written for any of the history courses offered at the University of Minnesota,
Morris. The award was established by colleagues, friends, family, and alumni in memory of Dimitra Giannuli, associate professor of
history.
Alex Faber ’14, Ashland, Wisconsin
Gieske Internship Award
The Gieske Internship Award honors the memory of Millard Gieske, University of Minnesota, Morris professor of political science.
The award supports political science students who pursue legislative internships in Washington, DC, or the Minnesota State Capitol.
Steven Chaussee ’16, Stillwater
Honors Recital Selected Performers
Chosen by competitive audition, honors recitalists are recognized for outstanding performances during the academic year.
Elijah Beaudine ’16, alto saxophone
Camilla Bjorklund ’16, Farwell, piano
Kira Jorgensen Duus ’15, Roseville, voice
Sadie Klar ’15, Hinckley, voice
Brittani Klaverkamp ’16, Saint Cloud, trombone
Ashley Olsen ’16, alto saxophone
Michael Raynes ’15, Lakeville, piano
Alexander Rensch ’15, Rapid City, South Dakota, guitar
Elise Tuntland ’15, Mandan, North Dakota, oboe
John Brian Becker ’97 Memorial Student Activist Award
Established by friends of the late John Becker ’97, this award is meant to honor and to thank a student identified as being a progressive
thinking individual whose activism has made an impact on campus or beyond by raising public awareness and promoting social change.
John majored in English and theatre arts while at Morris and was actively involved in the Student DFL, KUMM, and Women’s Resource
Center.
Natalie Hoidal ’15, Forest Lake
Matthew Ian Helgesen Memorial Award
Established by Tim and Jean Helgesen in memory of their son, Matthew ’06, this award is given to the captain of the Bad Movie Club.
Matt was one of the first students to start the club during his freshman year at UMM. The award honors the values of UMM and reflects
student initiative and creativity in leadership, and serves to encourage the captain to keep the club going by doing “all the extras that
always need to be done.”
Adam Bezecny ’15, White Bear Lake
Minnesota Campus Compact Awards
The Minnesota Campus Compact Award recognizes faculty, staff, students, and community partners who have contributed meaningfully
to university-community partnerships.
Faculty/Staff Community Engagement Award, Arne Kildegaard, professor of economics and director of the Center for Small Towns
Community Partner Award, Becki Jordan ’07, director of advocacy at Someplace Safe
Student Community Engagement Award, Cody Shaffer ’16, Staples
First-Year Student Award, Yee Thao ’18, Saint Paul
6
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Morris Academic Partner Program
In recognition of the value of academic employment to the intellectual development of students and for the opportunity to assist faculty
members in their work, this program awards year-long stipends to academically talented third-year students. These students will undertake
assignments that will enhance their intellectual competence and increase their interest in graduate or professional study. Students were
paired with the following faculty/staff members:
Camilla Bjorklund ’16, Farwell/Ann DuHamel
Aaron Lemmon ’16, Alexandria/Elena Machkasova
Wesley Brand ’15, Burnsville/W. Robert Matson
Junho Lim ’15, Gyeonggi-do, South Korea/Jong-Min Kim
Kelsey Butler ’15, Bowlus/Michael Lackey
Clare Miller ’16, Hudson, Wisconsin/Gordon McIntosh
Yejin Cho ’16, Seoul, South Korea/Jon E. Anderson
Marijane Oquin ’16/R. Michael Ceballos
Alicia Doerr ’16/Nancy Carpenter
Michael Prideaux ‘15, Brooklyn Center/Dan Demetriou
Mitchell Finzel ’16, Morris/Peter Dolan
Nicole Sandback ’15, East Bethel/Stephen Burks
Rachel Forrest ’16, Shawano, Wisconsin/Gary Wahl
Ellie Schendzielos ’16, Saint Cloud/Chrissy Kolaya
Morton Greenslit ’16/W. Robert Matson
Isaac Smolund ’16, Edina/Kristin Lamberty
Tessa Hagen ’16, Blaine/Pieranna Garavaso
Nicholas Solberg ’15, Cambridge/Jon Anderson
Amanda Hudinsky ’16, Rockford/James Wojtaszek
Bingjie Wang ’14/Stephen Burks
Kelsey Jopp ’16, Champlin/Chrissy Kolaya
Amanda Wiener ’15, Cold Spring/Stephen Burks
Maria Keeler ’16, Shoreview/R. Michael Ceballos
and Jon Anderson
Kyle Klausing ’16, Saint Louis Park/Marynel Ryan Van Zee
Morris Student Administrative Fellows
This program offers students of high ability and motivation the opportunity to play an important role in the daily management of campus
programs and offices. Students worked with the individuals listed following their name.
Nicole Bailey ’15, Chanhassen/James Wojtaszek and
Reed Larsen ’16/Adrienne Conley
Windy Roberts
Casey Liebhard ’15, Belle Plaine/Jennifer Rothchild
Taylor Barker ’15, Fridley/Mike Cihak
Sameeksha Mishra ’14/Timna Wyckoff
Ashlee Bednar ’16, Minneapolis/Mike Cihak
Brian Mitchell ’16, Saint Paul/Peter Dolan
Amanda Bell ’15, Big Lake/Stephanie Ferrian
Olivia Mora ’16, Santa Rosa, California/Jayne Blodgett
Rob Bjornson ’14/Janet Schrunk Ericksen
Elizabeth Nault-Maurer ’16, Cambridge/Bryan Herrmann
Ivie Brooks ’16, Duluth/Tony Krueger
Kelly Norris ’15, Roseville/Leslie Meek
Katherine Brown ’17, Mankato/Michael Eble
Charles Peeters ’16/Rachel Johnson and R. Michael
Tori Brua ’16, Foley/James Barbour
Ceballos
Kara Budreau ’16, Elk River/Ramsay Bohm
Madeline Rauma ’16, Golden Valley/Melissa Weber
Britta Buchanan ’15, Bloomington/Stephen Gross
Lucia Riffel ’15, Virginia/Tracy Otten
Brenna Cook ’17, Saint Louis Park/Troy Goodnough
Rebecca Schrupp ’17, Milbank, South Dakota/Sarah Ashkar
Nathan Dalman ’16/Heather Waye
Leah Soll ’17/Jason Squinobal
Kira Jorgensen Duus ’16, Roseville/Liz Spohr
Daniel Stelljes ’16, New Ulm/Bradley Miller
Brennan Gensch ’16/Peter Dolan
Jacob Sturdevant ’16/Pamela Gades
Laura Glover ’15, International Falls/James Schryver
Heidi Swanson ’15, Minnetonka/Tricia Rohloff
Phillip Golde ’16/Jason Squinobal
Anne Ternes ’16, Gonvick/Simon Tillier
Ellie Hofer ’15, Sioux Falls, South Dakota/Timna Wyckoff
Emily Thomsen ’16/Troy Goodnough
Katherine Hosch ’16, Fridley/Viktor Berberi
Maria Veit ’15, Lake Park/Liz Spohr
Olivia Klemek ’15, Cold Spring/Becca Gercken
Pazao Vue ’16/Gary Wahl
Jayce Koester ’16/Rose Murphy and Jessica Beyer
Emma Zapchenk ’17/Michael Eble
Kiara Kolbinger ’16, Becker/Stephanie Ferrian
Yessica Zuniga-Tepango ’17, Minneapolis/Hilda Ladner and
Kayla Kraemer ’16, Brainerd/Tony Krueger
Jessica Porwoll
Multi-Ethnic Mentorship Program
Participants in the mentorship program are paired one-on-one with a faculty mentor based on similarities between the mentor’s data
profile and the scholar’s intended academic major, career, or personal interests with the ultimate goal of fostering maximum achievement
of personal, academic, and professional potential for the scholar. Students and their faculty/staff mentors are as follows:
Bonnie Betts ’17, Andover/Clement Loo
Olivia Ilgar ’16, Litchfield/Leslie Meek
Raniquah Jones ’17/Heather Peters
Tsegereda Lamesgin ’17/Zach Mensinger
Ruet Mamo ’16/Zach Mensinger
Ena Martinez ’17, Elizabeth, New Jersey/Abbey Fischer
Yessica Zuniga-Tepango ’17, Minneapolis/Nina Ortiz
Taylor Yang ’17/Solomon Gashaw
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Owen W. & Frances A. Tate Memorial Award for Student Learning
Established by the Tate family to honor the memories of Owen and Frances Tate, lifelong residents of Big Stone County, and to support
student learning activities that do not have other funding sources available. The award provides matching dollars to cover travel expenses
for students presenting scholarly work at symposia and professional meetings, engaging in artistic activities, conducting research projects,
or performing outside of the campus community, all of which are activities that showcase the University of Minnesota, Morris to a
broader learning community.
Kelsey Butler ’15, Bowlus
Nicholas Solberg ’15, Cambridge
Pi Sigma Alpha
Founded in 2010, Morris’s Zeta Eta chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha, the first in the University of Minnesota system, is a national political
science honor society. Its goal is to stimulate scholarship and intelligent interest in political science. Morris’s chapter aims to encourage
development and dissemination of independent research; initiate and participate in community and service activities; and expose
members and the University community to the study of government and issues of public concern. Members are juniors or seniors who
have completed at least 10 semester credits in political science including at least one upper division course and earning an average grade
of B or higher in those courses. Overall, members have achieved a GPA of 3.4 or higher.
Kezia Adler ’15, Sandton, South Africa
Kylan Hill ’15, Aitkin
Matthew Thompson ’15, Sisseton, South Dakota
Rick Jauert Memorial Internship
The Rick Jauert Memorial Internship honors the memory of Rick Jauert ’78. Originally from Luverne, Rick spent his entire 36-year
career working for members of Congress, including seven from Minnesota, two from New York, and one from California, in various
capacities, including chief of staff and press secretary. The award supports students seeking Washington, DC, internships. Rick was
committed to public service, to Minnesota, and to progressive thinking politics, and the award will be given to a student who shares
these attributes.
Megan Jacobson ’16, Bloomington
Rodney A. Briggs Library Student Art Award
The Rodney A. Briggs Library Student Art Award recognizes talented University of Minnesota, Morris students and creates a permanent
quality library art collection. A committee of two library staff, three library student assistants, and an Academic Services Support
Committee member select pieces from each of the art shows.
Nina O’Leary ’15, Buffalo
Schneider National Award
Presented to an economics or management student who has demonstrated academic excellence, outstanding research abilities, and
success in industry-oriented studies, the award is funded by Schneider National, Incorporated.
Nicole Sandback ’15, East Bethel
Sun M. Kahng Memorial Scholarship
The family of Sun M. Kahng, professor of economics and management, established this scholarship to honor his memory and to
celebrate his many years as a scholar and teacher at UMM. The Sun M. Kahng Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a returning
economics or management junior or senior who demonstrates outstanding scholarship, serves as an officer or actively participates
in the UMM Economics and Management Club and has made a significant contribution to the discipline or the Division of the
Social Sciences.
Katelyn Kamann ’16, Howard Lake
Sustainability Award
This award recognizes students who have displayed exemplary service on our campus to advance our sustainability initiatives and campus
sustainability conversation. The efforts of these students have been sustained over the course of their tenure at Morris and have helped
to create positive change with leadership that has been a model to others. Sustainability is a big idea that connects with our liberal arts
leadership. These students have asked “big questions” and have worked to find solutions.
Natasha Myhal ’15, Parma Heights, Ohio
Anna Pratt ’15, Shoreview
Wawokiya Award
The Wawokiya (Lakota for “one who helps”) Award is awarded annually to an outstanding senior psychology major. Recipients who receive
this award have strong records of accomplishment at Morris and sincere interest in helping others.
Samantha Stegura ’15, Saint Stephen
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Undergraduate Research Opportunities
The UROP program affords students an opportunity to perform independent research with University of Minnesota, Morris faculty
members. Students gain research skills, similar to those needed for graduate and post-graduate studies; faculty receive valuable assistance
in their own research interests. Students who participated in the program are listed first, followed by the faculty they assisted.
Rachel Blais ’15, Saint Paul/Zack Mensinger
Kaitlyn Macheledt ’15, New Richmond, Wisconsin/
Laura Borkenhagen ’16, Truman/Elena Machkasova
Timna Wyckoff
Kelsey Butler ’15, Bowlus/Bibhudutta Panda
Max Magnuson ’15, Sartell/Michael Eble
Allison Christianson ’15, Lakeville/R. Michael Ceballos
Michael Maudal ’16, New Ulm/Sheri Breen
Calvin Cicha ’16, Isanti/Timna Wyckoff
Margaret Miller ’15, Minneapolis/Rachel Johnson
Kevin Cunningham ’15, Minneapolis/Sylke Boyd
Matthew Molenaar ’15, New London/Timna Wyckoff
Charles Diamond ’15, Saint Paul/James Cotter
Margareta Nivison ’17, Plymouth/Timna Wyckoff
Hannah Goemann ’16, Wells/Rachel Johnson
Magen Nivison ’16/Elena Machkasova
Chloe Hanson ’16, Lake Park/Benjamin Narvaez
Corrie Nyquist ’16, Cokato/Tracey Anderson
Ellie Hofer ’15, Sioux Falls, South Dakota/Rachel Johnson
David Pagels ’15, Anoka/James Cotter
Natalie Hoidal ’15, Forest Lake/Jason Squinobal
Michael Raynes ’15, Lakeville/Zack Mensinger
Michelle King ’16, Maple Grove/Bibhudutta Panda
Megan Rollins ’16/Zack Mensinger
Broc Kokesh ’16, Palisade/Rob Gardner
Paul Schliep ’15, Howard Lake/Peter Dolan
Maryanna Kroska ’17, Saint Joseph/Michael Lackey
Sayge Wooldrige ’16/Kerry Michael
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SCHOLAR OF THE COLLEGE BIOGRAPHIES
Wesley Brand ’15 Burnsville, physics and philosophy, has carried
out research in astrophysics and fluid physics. Brand’s astrophysics
research statistically analyzed the velocity parameters of long period
variables stars. His fluid research used computer models to study
the effects of rotation on the forces acting on submerged spheres.
Brand’s work culminated in Undergraduate Research Symposium
presentations in 2014 and 2015 and in a presentation at the American
Physical Society Division of Fluid Dynamics Conference in 2014.
Resa Brockman ’15, Forest Lake, statistics and computer science,
has been a central student researcher in the Truckers & Turnover
Project (T&T), a multi-year research effort with multiple external
sponsors. Brockman contributed work on the statistical foundation
of the analysis of variations in medical insurance claims associated
with obstructive sleep apnea in commercial truck drivers and will coauthor the upcoming journal submission in this area. She presented
on this work at the 2015 Undergraduate Research Symposium. She
also presented to senior executives of a primary T&T sponsor.
Kelsey Butler ’15, Bowlus, English, assisted Michael Lackey,
professor of English, by transcribing interviews for his book Truthful
Fictions: Conversations with American Biographical Novelists. Butler next took
an interest in biographical fiction about Emily Bronte; in her latest
project, she clarifies how contemporary biographical novels about
Bronte enable us to get new insight into the writer’s inner life and
shed new light on Victorian literature and culture more generally.
This work has been accepted for presentation at the 29th annual
National Conference on Undergraduate Research.
Allison Christiansen ’15, Lakeville, biochemistry, worked on
the project “Using NMR Spectroscopy to Determine the Sodium
Concentration in Foods.” She also worked on a Morris Academic
Partnership project that was presented at the 2014 Undergraduate
Research Symposium (URS). Christiansen was awarded an
Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program award to work on
the biochemical characterization of cell shape determining proteins
in Helicobacter pylori. Results have been submitted for presentation
at the General Meeting of the American Society for Microbiology
and the 2015 URS.
Maia Dalager ’15, Duluth, elementary education, was a lead tutor
in Tutoring, Reading, and Empowering Children (TREC), a
twice-weekly English as a Second Language (ESL) program for K–8
students. As lead tutor, Dalager redesigned the TREC program to
incorporate a teaching strategy called Storyline. She evaluated the
effectiveness of the new program by interviewing students, fellow
tutors, and faculty and staff advisers. After completing student
teaching in Madrid, Spain, Dalager presented research at the
triennial Storyline International conference in March 2015.
David Donatucci ’15, Roseville, computer science, has been
involved in an ongoing research project with M. Kirbie
Dramdahl ’15, Thief River Falls, and Nic McPhee, professor of
computer science, that has resulted in a paper and presentation at
the 2014 Midwest Instruction and Computing Symposium (MICS),
a 2014 Undergraduate Research Symposium presentation, and a coauthored paper under review for presentation at the 2015 Genetic
and Evolutionary Computation Conference. The MICS paper
received a silver medal in the “Best Student Paper” competition.
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M. Kirbie Dramdahl ’15, Thief River Falls, computer science,
has been involved in an ongoing research project with David
Donatucci ’15, Roseville, and Nic McPhee, professor of computer
science, that has resulted in a paper and presentation at the 2014
Midwest Instruction and Computing Symposium (MICS), a 2014
Undergraduate Research Symposium presentation, and a coauthored paper under review for presentation at the 2015 Genetic
and Evolutionary Computation Conference. The MICS paper
received a silver medal in the “Best Student Paper” competition.
Virginia Godfrey ’15, Saint Paul, psychology and American Indian
studies, participated in a research program at the University of
Minnesota, Twin Cities Clinical through the Center for Health
Equity. Her poster, “Gender Differences in Perceived Historical
Losses: Associations with Internalizing Symptoms among Indigenous
Adults in the Midwest,” was accepted at the 2014 Research for
Indigenous Community Health Summit. Godfrey’s research makes
clear that it is vital to understand the gendered response to historical
trauma in the context of internalized symptoms such as depression
and anxiety.
Tessa Hagen ’16, Blaine, psychology, presented “Particularities of
Personhood” at the Minnesota Philosophical Society Undergraduate
Conference and at the 2014 Undergraduate Research Symposium.
In 2014–15 Hagen was the Morris Academic Partner of Pieranna
Garavaso, professor of philosophy, and carried out a variety of
tasks, including finding sources, scouting for contributors to a
collection of essays, planning the glossary and other teaching aids for
a volume, formatting bibliographies for one volume and one article,
proofreading manuscripts, and taking care of a volume’s index.
Kari Hanson ’15, Thief River Falls, philosophy, presented “An
Argument from Perfection for the Existence of Numbers” at the
2014 Minnesota Philosophical Society Undergraduate meeting.
Hanson also attended the 2014 Carnegie Mellon Summer Institute
in Logic and Formal Epistemology at the University of Pittsburgh
and the Summer Institute for Diversity in Philosophy at Rutgers
University. In the fall of 2014 she presented a revised draft of
her philosophy senior thesis in the Undergraduate Section of the
Southern California Philosophy Conference at the University of
California at San Diego.
Ellie Hofer ’15, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, biochemistry, studied
proteins that determine cell shape of Helicobacter pylori and
won first place in the undergraduate poster competition at
the 2013 American Society for Microbiology Annual Meeting.
Hofer investigated how tumor cells are able to kill immune cells
and presented this research at the annual Autumn Immunology
Conference in 2014. She also participated in the HHMI Exceptional
Research Opportunities Program, studying the deleterious effects
of blood on the wear-protective properties of synovial fluid at the
University of California, San Diego.
Natalie Hoidal ’15, Forest Lake, biology and environmental
studies, conducted research on diatoms, presented at the University
of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment and at the North
American Diatom Symposium, and published observations in Diatoms
of the United States. Hoidal also presented on models for sustainability
leadership and was the liaison between youth environmental groups
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and the governor’s office. She received a Student Sustainability
Award from the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in
Higher Education and was named a 2014 Udall Scholar.
Saesun Kim ’15, Namyang-joo, Korea, physics, mathematics, and
statistics, investigated the structure of simple fluids and presented
results at an Annual Fall Meeting of the American Physical Society and
at the 2014 Undergraduate Research Symposium (URS). Kim worked
on a refinement of the model that takes account of three-particle
interactions and presented results at the 2015 URS. He researched
cross-cultural communication and presented at a meeting of the
American Association for Applied Linguistics and the 47th Annual
Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages Convention.
Sadie Klar ’15, Hinckley, music, participated in La Lingua della
Lyrica, a competitive and intensive operatic training program in Italy,
where she performed in multiple recitals and master classes. Klar
also has been a finalist (2014) and a semi-finalist (2013, 2012) at the
National Association of Teachers of Singing Competition. She has
enriched the cultural life of campus through multiple performances,
including as a soloist at the 2014 Honors Recital and the 2015 Prism
Concert. Klar is a recipient of the Hansen Memorial Scholarship and
a Comprehensive Arts Planning Program Scholarship.
Liv Klemek ’15, Cold Spring, English, twice presented on curricular
concerns and innovations in American Indian studies (AIS) at the
Native American Literature Symposium. Klemek first presented on
a pedagogical panel designed to help professors better understand
the identity politics at play in an AIS classroom. She also presented
the results of her research as the AIS Morris Student Administrative
Fellow as part of another pedagogical panel. Klemek spent a year
researching AIS curricular materials for K–12 teachers as she helped
AIS faculty develop a service-learning requirement for the major.
Grace Lindblad ’15, Minneapolis, English and Spanish, organized
initiatives to ensure girls’ academic and economic success at the San
Judas Chico orphanage in Cusco, Perú, as a 2014 recipient of the
David C. Johnson Award for International Service Learning. She also
worked at a farm aiming to ensure the perseverance of indigenous
weaving practices. Lindblad has presented research exploring
intersections of feminism, multiculturalism, postcolonialism, and
linguistic theory at the Morris Feminists F-Word Conference and at
the Undergraduate Research Symposium.
Max Magnuson ’15, Sartell, computer science, worked on
developing a beginner-friendly Clojure graphical library and
replacing Clojure error messages with those understandable by
beginner students. Together with Paul Schliep ’15, Howard Lake,
Magnuson wrote and presented a paper on the graphical library
at Midwest Instruction and Computing Symposium (MICS) 2014
and the 2014 Undergraduate Research Symposium. His work is
included in a joint paper for MICS 2015, which he is co-presenting.
Magnuson’s team also earned second place at the Digi-Key
programming competition in 2013.
Maxwell Marti ’15, Saint Paul, computer science, worked on
developing teaching materials and sample solutions for switching the
Software Design and Development course to a more modern set of
programming languages and tools. Marti documented his work in a
paper presented at Midwest Instruction and Computing Symposium
(MICS) 2014. He participated in several programming and robotics
competitions, and his team earned second place at the MICS 2014
robotics competition. Marti also has been contributing to the
computer science program as a teaching assistant and tutor.

Terese McCauley ’17, Saint Paul, theatre arts and gender, women,
and sexuality studies, has performed in A Midnight Dreary, Twelfth Night,
and Uncommon Women and Others on campus and at the Steppingstone
Theatre, The Lehr Theatre, and Intermedea Arts in the Twin Cities.
McCauley was selected to partner with another student to present
a scene as part of the Kennedy Center American College Theatre
Festival (KCACTF) Region Five conference in 2015. She has written
several plays, one of which was submitted to the National Michael
Kanin Playwriting Awards Program.
Margaret Miller ’15, Minneapolis, global business, completed
an Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program study titled
“The Cross-Cultural Society of Panama: Examining the Chinese
Population in the Hispanic Community,” which explores the concept
of self-identity of Chinese ethnic groups in Panama. She received the
Hsaio Scholarship from the University of Minnesota China Center to
study at Minzu University in Beijing, China; has been included on the
Dean’s List; and was inducted into the Omega Omicron chapter of the
Sigma Delta Pi National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society.
Matthew Molenaar ’15, New London, biochemistry, worked
with Rachel Johnson, assistant professor of biology, to investigate
how tumor cells are able to kill immune cells. In 2014 Molenaar
participated in the Summer Undergraduate Research Fellows program
through the Immunology Department at Mayo Clinic. He worked
with Dr. Karen Hedin to investigate how Acute Myeloid Leukemia
cells can be killed by a molecule called SDF-1. Molenaar presented
this research at the annual Autumn Immunology Conference in 2014,
winning second place in the undergraduate poster competition.
Brad Mondloch ’15, Forest Lake, biology, has worked with Rachel
Johnson, assistant professor of biology, as a research assistant on
a project supported by a University of Minnesota Grant-in-Aid
award since 2014. Mondloch’s research focused on the interactions
between tumor cells and cells of the immune system. He presented
his research at the annual Autumn Immunology Conference in
2014. Mondloch also has served as a teaching assistant for several
biology courses, as a tutor in the Writing Center, and as a peer
mentor for the Bridge to Biology program.
Adiroopa Mukherjee ’15, Pune, India, English, has presented two
papers on the prominence of female genital mutilation (FGM) in
countries like Egypt and has shown that other countries, such as
Burkina Faso, have successfully reduced the prevalence of FGM. Her
research demonstrates that merely passing laws to counter FGM is
not sufficient to end the practice. Mukherjee plans to carry on her
study of human rights in graduate school next year and hopes to use
her training in a career within the field of international relations.
Natasha Myhal ’15, Parma Heights Ohio, environmental studies
and American Indian studies, completed a research experience
in sustainable land and water resources on the Flathead Indian
Reservation, in conjunction with Salish Kootenai Tribal College.
Working with a research team, Myhal combined traditional ecological
knowledge interviews and geospatial mapping to enhance scientific
knowledge about the Camassia plant in an effort to restore it on the
reservation. She expanded her research and presented at the American
Indian Science and Engineering Society national conference.
Nina Downer O’Leary ’15, Buffalo, studio art, designed a series
of portraits called “Native Enough.” The project acknowledges the
complexity of Indian identity and counters images like those of
Edward Curtis’s famous ethnocentric portrait series with stunning
portraits of Native American students. This work asks audiences to
understand that phenotype cannot be used to measure a person’s
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“Indian-ness” and that one cannot predict someone’s cultural
participation or lifeways based on appearance. The project has
been accepted for presentation at the Native American Literature
Symposium.
David Pagels ’15, Anoka, computer science, researched graph
algorithms. Pagels identified commonalities between several
algorithms both in terms of their structure and in terms of how
they would be taught to a student. From these common elements
he created a computer language and a point-and-click interface for
implementing graphing algorithms and visualizing the effects of
those algorithms, providing a useful tool for professors, students,
and professionals developing new graph algorithms. He presented
his system at the Midwest Instruction and Computing Symposium
in 2015.
Mitchell Patzer ’15, Marshall, physics, investigated a theoretical
model of simple fluids to better understand their structure.
Patzer presented these results at the 2014 Undergraduate Research
Symposium. He aimed to determine the distribution of particles
in a binary fluid that contains two species of hard-sphere particles
and was accepted into a National Science Foundation-sponsored
Research Experience for Undergraduates program at the University
of Minnesota, Twin Cities (UMTC). He presented results to the
UMTC Physics Department and at a UMM STEM poster session.
Anna Pratt ’15, Shoreview, environmental studies and Spanish,
conducted research on local environmental challenges to help rural
residents think critically about effects of climate change and its
relevance to their communities. Her research with the Center for
Small Towns contributed to a carbon footprint analysis for Stevens
County. Pratt also presented research on the Minneapolis Hennepin
Energy Recovery Center burner to the Institute for Agriculture
and Trade Policy. She was one of six National Wildlife Federation
Emerging Leadership Initiative undergraduate fellows in 2014–15.
Alexander Rensch ’15, Rapid City, South Dakota, music, has been
a prolific performer on campus and in the regional community.
Rensch completed an internship with Minneapolis jazz guitarist
Zacc Harris. His jazz studies have enabled him to perform with
professional artists like Jason Squinobal and Matt Pederson in the
Twin Cities. His classical guitar performances earned him both a
second place in the Thursday Musical Young Artist Scholarship
Competition guitar category and a spot on the finalist performance
of the Schubert Club Student Scholarship Competition.
Shelby Richard ’14, Elko New Market, environmental science
and honors, worked on the installation, calibration, and image
analysis for an allsky camera used to monitor and collect data on the
abundance of cirrus clouds. Richard developed software to analyse
large amount of images for halo appearances, which is now the basis
for further refinement. She has presented work at the 2014 National
Summer Meeting of the American Association of Physics Teachers
and at a Cafe Scientifique discussion.
Nicole Sandback ’15, East Bethel, economics and global business,
has been a central student researcher in the Truckers & Turnover
Project (T&T), a multi-year research effort with multiple external
sponsors. She has particularly contributed work on the variations in
medical insurance claim costs associated with obstructive sleep apnea
in commercial truck drivers and will be co-author on the upcoming
journal submission in this area. Sandback presented related work at
the National Conference on Undergraduate Research in April 2015
and to senior executives of a primary T&T external corporate sponsor.
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Paul Schliep ’15, Howard Lake, computer science, worked on
developing a beginner-friendly Clojure graphical library and on
improving the usability of Clojure error messages for beginner
students. Together with Max Magnuson ’15, Sartell, he wrote and
presented a paper on the graphical library at Midwest Instruction
and Computing Symposium (MICS) 2014. His work on beginnerfriendly error messages is included in a joint paper for MICS
2015, which he is co-presenting. He also presented his work at the
Undergraduate Research Symposium in 2014 and 2015.
Cory Schroeder ’16, Bloomington, Spanish, Latin American Area
Studies and History, presented “Latinos in Blackball America: Using
Sport to Discuss Race Relations” at the North Central Council of
Latin Americanists conference in 2014. Schroeder also was inducted
into the Omega Omicron chapter of the Sigma Delta Pi National
Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society. He has been a Gateway mentor,
violence prevention intern, assistant archivist in the Rodney A.
Briggs Library Archives, vice president of the Morris Campus
Student Association, and an English as a Second Language teacher.
Nicholas Solberg ’15, Cambridge, statistics, has been a central
student researcher in the Truckers & Turnover Project (T&T), a
multi-year research effort with multiple external sponsors. Solberg
has contributed to work on pharmaceutical insurance claims
associated with obstructive sleep apnea in commercial truck drivers
and will be co-author on the upcoming journal submission in this
area. He presented a poster on this work at the National Council on
Undergraduate Research 2015 annual meeting. Solberg also presented
to senior executives of a primary T&T external corporate sponsor.
Heidi Swanson ’15, Minnetonka, biology and philosophy, identified
indicators of watershed contamination from animal agriculture. She
also examined the impact of deer herbivory on tree seedling growth
and survival and presented results at an Ecological Society of America
meeting. She examined the response of European buckthorn trees to
climate and submitted results for presentation. Swanson also worked
as a Morris Academic Partner on a book about David Hume and
cognitive science and presented her own philosophical research at the
2014 Undergraduate Research Symposium.
Chelsea Tarbell ’15, Greentown, Pennsylvania, geology, analyzed
glacial sediments in the Italian Alps in 2012. In 2013 Tarbell was
one of eight Native American women involved in a University of
Minnesota, Morris Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU)
program that involved field research in Brazil and Minnesota. She
also participated in a REU program at Colorado School of Mines,
where she developed a model of groundwater recharge in the Ballona
Creek watershed of Los Angeles, California. Tarbell’s presentations
at national meetings have been well received.
Ellen Titus ’15, Northfield, biology and art, designed and
conducted a research project on water quality parameters and tiger
salamander larvae distribution. She presented results at the 2014
Undergraduate Research Symposium (URS) and the 74th Midwest
Fish and Wildlife Conference. Titus studied habitat use and
movements of plains hognose snakes for the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources and worked on a study of tree seedling
response to climate. She will present her results at the 2015 URS and
has coauthored abstracts submitted for presentation at an Ecological
Society of America meeting.

University of Minnesota, Morris

University of Minnesota, Morris
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267
888-866-3382
morris.umn.edu

Printed on recycled and recyclable paper with at least 30 percent postconsumer material.
The University of Minnesota is committed to the policy that all persons shall have access to its programs, facilities, and employment without regard to
race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, public assistance status, veteran status, or sexual orientation.

